
Music	library	services	in	the	
digital	age

Challenges	and	possibilites



Challenges
•Collections	– format	vs	content,	open	or	closed	stacks
•Collections	– culling/weeding	(demands	and	priorities)
• Staff	– qualified,	how	many?
•Hours	staffed	with	expertise	– music	expertise	spread
•Music	librarianship	education
• ”Everything	is	available	online	anyway”
•Digital	services	+	Metadata



Sølvberget	– Stavanger	Public	Library	and	
Cultural	Centre
• 2000:	ca.	200	m2	allotted	for	music	collection
• 2005:	ca.	650	m2,	6.3	positions/9	employees	for	music/film
• 2012:	relocated	to	2nd floor,	slightly	less	space	alloted
• 2015:	merged	with	Galleri	Sølvberget,	350	m2
• 2016:	music	collection	relocated	to	3rd	floor,	films	remains	on	2nd,	
260	m2
• 2017:	music	collection	relocated	to	another	part	of	3rd floor,	200	m2,	
1	employee	+	50	%	assistant	for	practical	handling	of	media	+	50%	
position	for	all	events



Circulation,	budget

2004: 73611 utlån	+	renewals
2010:	 44039 utlån	+ 15118	renewals
2016 12538	 utlån	+ 6559	renewals

2005:	317.000,-
2010:	397.000,-
2015:	294.000,-
2016:	160.000,-
2017:	130.000,-



Trondheim	

• 190 464	residents	Music	Dept	had	3	dedicated	employees	
up	to	2013
• Reorganisation	in	2013:	Music	+	film	+	events	
• 2013:	Music	Dept	head	became	head	of	new	dept
• 1	dedicated	employee	+	dept	head
• Budget	250	000	-->	100	000	-->	200	000
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Oslo

•2000:	10	employees	+	department	head
•2014:	8	employees	+	department	head
•2015:	6	employees	+	department	head
•2017:	4	employees	+,	no	department	head



Music	in	the	Library	of	the	Future



Test	and	evaluate	an	expanded	search	engine
Determine	if	this	was	something	users	wanted	and	
would	use
Gain	experience	in	including	users	in	testing
Create	a	stronger	digital	cooperation	between	
libraries
Test	an	editorial	blog	cooperation





Platform	for	communication

National	music	reference	cooperation

Forum	for	cataloguing	discussions	among	music	
librarians

Collaborate	on	music	librarianship	in	higher	
education



New	types	of	services












