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What is RISM?

RISM documents what exists and where it can be found.
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Online catalog

• www.rism.info and opac.rism.info
• Made possible through a partnership 

between the Bavarian State Library 
(Munich), the State Library of Berlin, and 
RISM 

http://www.rism.info/
http://opac.rism.info
https://www.bsb-muenchen.de/
http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/
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What’s in RISM?

All countries welcome!

• Geographic scope
– Europe and North America
– Asia: Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan
– Australia, New Zealand
– Latin America: Mexico, Brazil
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What’s in RISM?

• Chronological scope
– 1600 - 1850 for many contributing groups
– No chronological limit for other groups
– From ca. 1300 (RISM ID no. 900011454) to 

2016 (RISM ID no. 290003236)

All time periods welcome!

https://opac.rism.info/search?id=900011454
https://opac.rism.info/search?id=290003236
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RISM for Libraries
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Tools for Librarians

• Brochure
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Tools for Librarians

• Brochure
• Text
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Tools for Librarians

• Brochure
• Text
• Bibliography
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Tools for Librarians

• Brochure
• Text
• Bibliography
• Logos
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Tools for Librarians

• Brochure
• Text
• Bibliography
• Logos
• Tutorials
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RISM Subpages

• Website: www.rism.info

http://www.rism.info/
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RISM in other languages

• RISM: An Overview
• Wikipedia
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RISM Sigla in Scandinavia

http://www.rism.info/en/sigla.html
• Sweden: 81
• Denmark: 23
• Finland: 18
• Norway: 14
• Iceland: 2
Are these complete? 
Accurate?



RISM online catalog

opac.rism.info and www.rism.info



Open data and linked open data



www.rism.info

Data delivery

• SPARQL endpoint
• SRU interface (search and retrieve via 

URL)
• MARCXML and RDF/XML from each 

catalog entry
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Current data set

• 1,077,000 musical sources
• 162,000 authority files (personal names 

and corporate bodies)
• 31,700 bibliographic records for 

secondary literature



300 pieces  CONTENTdm

http://content.lib.washington.edu/mmweb/

RISM data as metadata in digital collections



Digital library

RISM
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RISM data in local catalogs

• Brussels Conservatory
• Moravian Music Foundation



Data imports: 
Richard-Strauss-Quellenverzeichnis

xxx



Muscat, RISM’s specialized 
program for cataloging musical 
sources
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What every librarian can do

• Make corrections
• Link to digitized music
• Add holdings to printed editions
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Contact

Jennifer Ward: jennifer.ward@rism.info
RISM Zentralredaktion
Frankfurt, Germany

mailto:jennifer.ward@rism.info
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